
Through the lens of equity and diversity, the Power of Democracy: Civic Participation Initiative will: 
 

(1) Foster an understanding of our democracy’s structures and processes by sharing resources and best
practices, and encouraging informed civic participation that strengthens districts and communities.

 
(2) Partner with districts and communities to provide access to high-quality civic education through
programs and resources that encourage student civic engagement and civil discourse.

 
(3) Support the values of liberty, civility, equity, inclusion, individual responsibility, diversity, partnership, and
justice.
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Strategic Area of Emphasis  #1
participate in civic and democratic
processes. Therefore, content, inquiry, and
literacy must be a part of standardized
education with instruction designed to meet
the needs of all students. Students need to
engage in discipline-specific literacy skills,
learn to effectively answer and formulate
questions about the past and the present,
and learn to contribute appropriately to
public processes and discussions of real
issues.

Expand access to inclusive, equitable,
and high-quality opportunities for civic
education,  engagement, and leadership
to ensure students representing the rich
diversity of our county are able to
participate meaningfully.
 

Inclusive, equitable, and high-quality civic
education requires knowledge of history,
principles, and foundations of American
democracy. It requires the ability to
participate 

Revitalizing K-12 Civic Learning In
California: A Blueprint for Action
California Department of Education:
History Social-Science Framework

The plan for civic education is centered on
research-based practices outlined in the
following: 

The findings and trends that emerged from
the actions of the Power of Democracy
Steering Committee resulted in the
formation of three strategic areas. Below
are summaries of the main strategies,
followed by a more detailed explanation and
suggested actions.

Three Strategic Areas of Emphasis for Positive Impact

Sources: Silicon Valley Index. U.S. Census Bureau. California Civic Engagement Project at UC Davis. California
Secretary of State. Santa Clara County Registrar of Voters.

About Santa Clara County Voter Participation
2040. If youth-eligible turnout rates are
lower in future elections, then youth will
experience even greater under-
representation.
 
Eligible 16 and 17 year olds can pre-register
to vote online or by paper. California youth
who pre-register to vote will automatically
have active registration once they turn 18
years old. There are 84,701 students in
public high schools in Santa Clara County,
of those, 69,466 are 15-17 year olds.

The 2016 Presidential Election had record
high voter registration and the highest ever
voter turnout for an election in Santa Clara
County. Out of 875,176 registered voters, a
total of 724,596 cast valid ballots, for a
voter turnout rate of 82.8%. Youth-eligible
voter turnout was only 42.7% in Silicon
Valley (Santa Clara & San Mateo Counties),
the lowest for all age groups. Due to the
much lower eligible voter turnout rates
compared to those of older age groups,
youth are projected to continue to be
underrepresented in the vote share through
insert

a vision and policy framework designed to
increase civic engagement opportunities
throughout Santa Clara County.

In May 2017, the Santa Clara County Office
of Education (SCCOE) created the Power of
Democracy (POD) Initiative and assembled
a leadership steering committee to develop 

About the Power of Democracy’s Strategic Plan



Strategy
Promote civic engagement events for all students throughout Santa Clara County.
 

Recognize and celebrate excellence of those providing meaningful civic participation
opportunities for all students.

Strategic Area of Emphasis  #2
superintendents is important. Districts can
include civic learning on meeting agendas
and pass civic learning school board
resolutions. POD encourages local
superintendents and teachers to apply for
the California Civic Learning Award and the
California Seal for Civic Engagement.
Lastly, POD will continue to provide non-
partisan civic learning educational
resources and expand professional
development opportunities.

Partner with districts and teachers to
continue to strengthen communication
and provide quality support that
promotes inclusive, equitable, and high-
quality civic education, offer civic
engagement opportunities, and bolster
student leadership.
 

Strong partnerships and communication are
at the center of providing quality support to
meet civic education and engagement goals.
Actions such as meeting with local
superintendents to discuss why civic
learning 

Guide district leadership on the connection between civics education and the Local Control and
Accountability Plan (LCAP).
 

Provide district leadership with effective models and board policies for civic learning that can be
applied districtwide, in the classroom, and through engagement opportunities for young people
throughout the community.
 

Expand professional development opportunities for educators to implement best practices and
curriculum that can be applied at all levels of learning.
 

Maintain ongoing communication with the entire school community to create a network that shares
knowledge, strategies, and resources to inspire civic learning.
 

Recognize and celebrate excellence by supporting districts implementing the Seal for Civic
Engagement.

Strategy



Support and expand parent engagement through partnerships with the Parent Teacher
Association and other organizations.
 

Conduct outreach to expand partnerships that enhance and elevate POD.
 

Explore ways to minimize barriers to partnerships in order to streamline processes and provide
effective and efficient support and opportunities.
 

Explore effective and equitable educational systems that model and create a sense of belonging.

1290 Ridder Park Drive
San Jose, CA 95131-2304

www.sccoe.org

Strategic Area of Emphasis  #3
is needed. Broad-based membership will fill
in the gaps and ensure that the partnerships
reflect the diversity of the community
served. POD will work to reach all corners
of the county to build balanced partnerships.

Partner with parents, community members,
community-based organizations, government
agencies, and the public to raise awareness
and expand opportunities.
 

POD has a strong foundation of partnerships,
but to reach all youth expanded participation 
ensure 

Strategy


